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PLRT II 

(Peking NCNi-• .uomestic Service in English) 

"' . .... lrs, 

Ivlessrs. Presidents, 

l'hnes, and lvles s1's, Prime IVIinisters 

I beg you to forgive me for the length of my letter, but I 
venture to hope that Your Majesties and Your Excellencies will surely give it 
your high attention because of the certain sympathy you yourselves have 
given to the Khmer people, 1'. loyal member of the great family of non-aligned 
nations. 

With your permission, I now c1.eal with the question of the argument 
which certain governments in favour of (vir. Lon Nol's regime in Phnom 
Penh have formulated to prevent 'tour tliajesties and Your Excellencies from 
giving official recognitiou of your respective governments to the hoyal 
'::;overnment of National Union under the leadership of the National United 
Front of Canlbodia. 

The argument of the foreign governments hostile to mine is as follows 

.:- First, my government is a government "in exile" with no foundatiolJ 
in the country while that of Lon Nol is established in the capital of the 
country with 'apparent acceptance of its power by the people' 

-- Secondly, my goverrunent has only few followers in the country; 
the l.-_rmy of the N, U. F. :(. is even a. 'myth' and its succeSeeB on the battlefield 
in Ca.."lloodia are those of t~,1e 'Co':nmunist Vietnamese troops'; I myself 
have alrea.:iy jeen 'abandoned and for30tten' by the KInner pm pIe. 

-- Thirdly, U Thant, .:ecretary-General of the U,N.:::., has refused 
to recognize ElY government and accepted the crede:n.tials of Lon Nol's 
.. .rnbassador in his ca.paciry of 'Pepresentative' of Cambodia. 

In face of this argument, I oeg Your tv<ajesties and Your Excellencies 
to allow ,ne to present you the followinJ facts: 

-- First, three Ministers (the principal members) of my government 
are in Cambodia and have their head'luarters in a liberate"" zone in the country 
They "re the IJiinister of National :Gefense, the iviinister of Interior and the 
Minister of Information. They live among the people. They are fighting 



- c. -

the enem.ies "f the ;n"t.'ler1an'i 3i ~e '~I s icie with the people. They preside at 
congresses of the people in the li 'JP:C- ~te :i zone . They spe'ak to the nation 
regularly ov:erthe ra :l.io of the N. F . F . K . set up in the same zone . 

The pr"pagan :la of the Lon Nol ' G overnment' asserts that these 
thr ee minis ters, !\feasrs • . :(hieu .c ainphan, E.ou Yuon an:! :·,:u Nim, .. 'have 
oeen m.urc ered by·S ihanouk a few years ago" and are 'only phantoms' t"day! 

If this were so, the 'Pracheach"n (the People) Party with the three 
ministers as its leaders w"ulJ never have agreed to rally roun-:l. th e N. U.::'. «" . 
"fwhic:,, 1 '3.m. the Chairman, ".na it joined the N.U. P.K. officially the day 
following the coup of Lon N 01 (in :C",arch 1970). 

·' ·esE.es, all the intellectuals residing in France (Union "f '((hrner 
.: tudents) J the U.:; . S . :E-. . (Union of :: a..nbodian .3tu,~ents) anc' the 1: emocratic 
.:epu.:'lic of Cer:nany, etc ••• who s upport the Party of the People have 
spontaneously joined the ·N. U. F. K . and have ralEed round m.e, telling m.e 
that they know that lvlessrs . ',Chieu 5 amphan, F ou Yuon ani :2.U Vim are 
perfectly alive . J"Y~eSBrs. Chau E eng and Thiounn L(~wnm (now lY.'inisters of the 
~ , oya1 Cov ernrnent) a nd ::: ien .".n (now : .m.bassad o1" of ':'ambodia k'o the 
Democra tic Lt epu,lic of Viet- Nam , in .~:. anoi), intimate friends of the thr ee 
minbters allege-:l.ly 'murdere d by me' are at the disposal of Your ivlajesties 
an ~ Your Exce llencies t o testify ~efore you, when you :lesire so, to the 
perfectly real presence of lviessrs. [ehieu -, amphan, E ou Yuon and E u E im 
in the mi:l.s t of the people in Cambodia at the present mom.ent. 

My governrrlent there£:are h as its 'roots' acnong the people and 
pos ses s es "-11 the attributes of !J.egal government. It has been appointed ':Iy 
the legal ,;:;ea.3. of S tate after having '" een elected by the General c, ongress 
of the a:lherents of the N. D. F . :C anc after having presente d its political 
programme , which was approved unanimously by th a General Gongress. 

It has es taolishe~ its adr.1inis tration in t.'le g-reater part of Cambodia 
(you will be furnished with proois in the following pages). It is leading 
a Jenuine . '_ rrny composed of the best sons ' of the Khmer people and 
supported 1:Jy the masses of the Khmer people, as will be prove1 in the 
following pages by excerpts from the ar ticles of French and .n.rnerican 
journalists. 'observers on the Gpot. I 

In the first part of my letter, I ha1 the honour to :iemonstrate to 
you that the Lon Nol re0i=e is ab solutely illegal. 

T he argwnent of certain foreign governments in favour of this 
regim.e is 1::> as ed on the fact that it occupies the capital. 
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In m y ;"u.-r."le opinion, it w :>ul1 ') e :::Lan~ erous for t h e s tates 
of the 'Th ird 'N orld ', whose s:.verei gnty is m ore or les s r.iena c ed by U. S . 
im p e ria lism , to e ive credit, for the sake . of 'jur i s pru:lence', to that 
ar f,ument, a cco r;:\ing to which only a Governm ent (eve n if it owe s its 
existence to a foreign 'protector' and is t eing fough t by its own people) 
loca te :! in the capital of th e country sh ould automatica lly ;,e considered a s 
the legal goverrunent :.f the countr y. 

It is w ell known through out th e world that but for the a rmed 
inte rvention ani protection of the U . ;:: . 4· •• • the L on Nol Government in Phnorn 
Penh would have collaps e d long a go. 

It is also well known that a t p res e nt Lon Nol ]1a 6 lost control over 
the country ? nd is ' gove rning ' no m ore than the city of Phnom P e nh. 

In this respect, I b e g :~our iIla j es ties a nd Your Exc elle ncies to 
a llow ln e to p r esent you SOIne t es tim ony b y the 4'..!Ilericans. 

3 enator Vl illiam - FuJ.'night declared in W'ashington on las t May ZG: 
'Th e Nixon .:·.drninistration intende :l. to wage a full sca le w a r by proxy in 
C-am:,o::ia to prop up the Lon Nol Goverrrment. It is e qually cle ? r than the 
purpos e of t:1is proxy military ca::npdgn is not to eliminate Communi s t 
border sanctua rie s, but to sus tain the f eeble Lon Nol m ilitary r egime in 
Phnom P e nh". 

The folbwing day, l"lay 29, 1<; 70 , th e i-.m erica n r e porter 0 0n Sh e nna n. 
cab led from P !"lnom P enh to his n ews a g ency this :'lispa tch: ' P r emier Lon Nol 
is c alled ' ,"layo r of Phn om P e nh ' ~Jy the diplom atic corps ••• Lon Nol 
how h as pub lic Iy confessed tha t he h a s no control over his country outside 
the capital, one of the ambas sadors rem aining here corthnente.i, s h ak ing 
h i s he a:l ". 

Torlay , .,: e creta ry of S t a t e :' ogers anj :: ecreta ry of .0efense Lai rd 
of th e U. S . Gover nn :ent a re. d oing everything pos s i ble to make the world 
b elieve that the Lon Nol regi me i s in ' a s ituation extrem ely fa vourabl e 
p olitically and m ilitarily'. 

:\ut the b i g r_merica n pres s i s fa r f r om sharing this optimism. 
The magazine "U. S . News and Yfor1d Report!', for example, in its issue 
of July 13, 1970, appra ises the situa tion of the Lon Nol regim e after 
four months in 'powe r' as foll ows: 

" T h e outlook for Ca.mbodia 's (th at is to s ay, the Lon Nol 
Govermnent' s ) survival is conside red bleak -- and som e say close to hopeles s . 

" Western expe.s:ts here a t the scene give the 80vernment of Premier 
Lon Nol a. 30 percent chance 01 enduring ••• besieged on all si:les by 
superior enemy troops ••• the Government in Phnom Penh, 
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imperfect at :,est, is :)reaking "own • .f. weak economy is :'eco3ing even 
more fragile. Taxes are uncollecb: .. "~le. Com:merchl life is sliCiing to a 
stan:istill. The untraine:l "" .. rmy is zrasping for life. 

11 To those who have watched events here since ;m.:l-uIarch ••• 
the situation is disheartening ••• half of ::"am~odia-- possbly ",nore--
is either Ul~jer C;or.mnunist (f':lat is to say, the N. U. F. X., :,ecause to U.S. 
ir."lperhlisr-'-l everything anti-D.':::. imperialist is 'Communist' .1) domination 
1)eing foug"i~t over, or seriously threatened. No city, town or village is safe. 
:Xuerrilla como-nanders apparently can attack wherever an:i whenever they 
please. 

itself 
'Phnom Penh,lis hem,ned in "-n'l practically isolated, TheGovern.-r.ent 

has conceded - tile four northeastern provinces b the Reds (that is to say, 
the N. U. F •. ~(.). The food rici1 ree;ion around TonIe 5ap Lalte in the northwest 
is endangered. GomITIunist units (that is to say, our National Li~)eration 
.-.r."ny) are" spread through:lUt t!~e east an:! south. 

" T;~e nation's sole north-south railroad is out of cOinITIission 
::Oome major highways are in::'o:·,.n-,unist (that is to say, the N. U. F.:C.) 
ha:nde, and all have been cut a'ii 1east'onaeo Suppliee ·move· interir..ittently 
from the only d"p water port at Kunpol1g &om. forlm;r.ly Sihauo·ak. 
Commercial freightens no longer run up the Mekong River. 

" F'inancially, Ca:m')o:lia (that is to say, the Lon Nol 'eovernm.ent') 
is in deep trou""le ••• (t!1e 'Newsweek" :nagazine, also of July 13, says 
precisely on this su'>ject: Foreign reserves are dwinflling rapidly; and the 
govermnent is printing new currency at the rate of 10 :million U.S. dollars 
a :nonth) ••• the export goal for lS7) already has been halve:! an:'!. could 
drop to zero, lnajOI" rubber plantations have ~een overrun.cViany rice fields 
are unten~ced, warehouses vulnerable to attack ani transport ~ifficult. 

"Despite ::'rave talk in Phnom Penh, morale is low and sinking 
lower ••• 

"In:::epenclent oeservers in pa.non"l. Penh repeat time and again 
that direct ... .rnerican aid-- at the level now contemplated-- is not enough 
to save Ca:.nbodia (that is to say, the Lon Nol regime which the Alnericans 
too willingly confuse with. Cambodia), either militarily or economically. 
::o=e of them even suggest that ".jxashington already has written off (.am'Jodia 
as an una.voida:,le casualty of t;~e In~o-C;hina war". 

Your '.!lajesties and Your Excellencies can see, in the light of such 
strongly pessimistic but correct testimony of r_merican obs ervers ' 
themselves, that the Lon Nol regLne is moribund and even its f .. -nerican 
protectors (fo not put their stakes on it. 
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Secondly, as to the National Unitei Front, it is no "myth "; it enjoys 
the unanimous support of the Kh,.-ner people, the peasant masses in particular, 
and it has an arony of very res olute gue rrillas as the following evidence 
will give you by reporters who cannot ':>e suspected to be "leftist" or 
progressive and still less pro-C:o_'nmunist: 

-- From the day after t!:te coup of Lon Nol (NLarch Ie, 197'J), groups 
of N. U.:! .~<. guerrillas were or:sanizej by my compa.triots in the provinces. 
The French ,nagazine "Paris-,<atch". ''-It:10ugh very pro-.i.merican, publishei 
in its issue of May 16, 117'), a reportage (written in ",_prill 'oy its special 
correspondent Jean .L.-urieux:. The latter entitles his article "::am1lodia-- 24 hours 
in the hands of guerrillas ". And "Paris -:C/~atch" gives it the sub-title: "Jean 
.uurieux tells us !10W he, together with 0aniel c'amus, was taken prisoner 
by 3ihanoult's soldiers in a war-torn country. 

I make excerpts from this article to pres ent to your Majesties and 
Your .<::xcellencies these lines: ":>n ,.·,.pril 2) ••• we learn of ••• the existence 
of the National Liberation Front of'<.ampuchea whose local responsible 
member, a Carnbodian, apparently very highly-placed in the hierarchy, 
explabs the immec.iate objective to us: 

-- Vie want to wipe out Lon Nol, liberate the territory, capture Phnom 
Penh and restore :::ihanouk as F:ead of Government. 

" ••• Vie see in the background dozens of fully armec. soldiers buttone~, 
up in green uniforms pres se:l. in the morning and wearinJ caps with portraits 
of ::ihanouk. Some of them are transporting rice on their bicycles and others 
setting out on operation ••• t.ocal militamen in black jackets 'ensure our 
security'. If 

" Vi e are released 2", hours later ••• We are put on a jeep ••• And suddenly 
at the turning of the road we see our vehicles appear as mysteriously as they 
disappeared, at the very pbce where we left them. " 

••• The most stri:dng evi ience in the world concerning the existence 
of N. U. :;;'. :(. in CaITl',odia an:! the support given it spontaneously by the Khmer 
rural rCLasses is that of the .-.m.erican Richard Dudrnan who wrote, among 
others, these lines in the "2t. Louis Ebst Ilspatch", from June 22, 1970, 
that is, two months after the evi::ence of Jean Durieux: 

II We saw a well orga.nized movernent of Camhodian and v ietnames e 
guerrillas in a :!etermined war against ,. .. merica.n tanks and planes.. We 
gradually learned about their hatred of .f.merica, their tactics, their relationship 
with the Cambodian peasants and what kind of people they are, as we travelled 
with them on foot, bicycle an:! occa.sionally by truck from our village to another. 
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" 'When we reache d 3. b bwn-up 'ni 13e •.• we had unwittingly entered 
the no oman's l and oetweerl a llie:1 forces an:l the guerrilla ', troop s supporting 
Norodom 5ibanouk ... 

11, •• .t .. youl'l:e man who spoke F rench arrived , •. he said he was a 
C ambodian student fro:n PI'morn Penh and was workinG with the Cambodians 
anG 'Vietnarnes e revolutionary forces fighting the .f.I.Jnericans and South 
Vietna,nese (that is, the rnercenaries of the regime of the prO-i".merican 
generals NGuy.~n Van Thieu amI Neuyen Cao Ky)" 

" v'l e were herde:l into the vehicle with about ten Cambodi an soldiers ••• 

. " • .. The danger mounted, at each villaee an angry-faced crowd of H'len 
and wO'men eathere:l and clim')e:l the t ailgate of the t ruck for a lobk at t he 
hated ''v~/ es t erne.Ts •.• 

II ••• v ;: e felt we were o!lserving the welding to ~ether of the local 
papUlation with the guerrillas. The pe as ants were turning to the fighters 
as their bes t friends. 1Ne felt t:n.t this held the mas t serious significance 
for .J ... TIe ric2.n policy. 

" .t_t "ach house where we s toppe3. the villagers appeal"e:l to offer 
willing co-operation and fden :'.ship to the guerrillas . 

" 0 ur guard told us repeatedly of 'the solidarity of the peoples of 
Viet - Naln, Sarn~) odia and Lans" and. of their unified s trugg le tha t will 
continue until all " .. mericans are :lriven out ani all of Indochina. is free and 
indepen:'!ent . They representee1. Norodom Sihanouk , as a key figure in this 
partnership. 

" ••• ',,"s long as the re is one of us l eft , we will fight on' • The toughnes s a t 

and d edica tion of the guerrillas in ::::ambodi a , as we c ame to know them in 4!l 
days of captivity the re , ma:'!e that seem a statement of fact rather tha n a 
pl"opaeanda sl03an• 

II ••• ,S everal guerrillas told us, in a lmos t i dentica l word.s: 'to live 
witl10ut ou r freedo:n and independence is as good as being dead. To <:lie for 
the revolution is nothing. 

' ••• Ic~ai sc.id : ' : ihanouk i s well known in Cambodia and nas; Ie.d his 
country in 15 years of p eace . Lon Nol, he went on, i s little known and has 
b r ought war t<i. t he ::::ambo :1i an countryside. F " said that Lon Nol had 
"oubl e :'! therp?'Yof the Ca:.nbo dian government' s soldiers, but tha t moral e 
remaine:l. poor' 

,. 
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.hone here is t~le 'conclusion' :>f , .. ichar:'! .Gudcnan (:t. Louis Post-:Cispatch. 
Sunday, June 2;8; lS7S): 

, What I saw an.:! hear:'! iuri.ng nearly six weec<s as a captive in 
'liberated' :::ambo:Ha convinced me that Presi:lent Nixon's policies ina:lvertently 
were helping to create conditions for .•• a 'people w&.r' ..• c,y a deterr.nined 
guerrilh front with stronG popular support. 

II ••• I saw the early developalent of what appears to be a :::a:.nbo;iian 
People's .nove:nent -- The Front UnLdelaNation ·:<h..-ner. popularly known as 
". U. N.:<. It is loyal, not to the sha!<y Government of Premier Lon Nol, 
but to N:>r:>dom 5ihanouk ••• 

II ••• The Cambodian c:>untrysicle, where most of the p:>pulation li ves, 
is being radicalized and ouickly turned into a massive, de:l.icated and 
effective rev:>lutionary base. 

II ••• The geographic result of ;·lIr. Nixon's strategy is one thing. 'V(ore 
hnportant is the political result, evident everywhere we have travelle.:! 
in Carnbodia's so-calle,: Uben.te:l. territo·ry. 

II "".t eac:, plantation or far.ner's hut ••• we have seen evidence of 
alIe.stance to Sihanouk and of its counterp:>int-extrem.e :latred of the United 
Ctates anti President Nixon. 

II .,.merican s;,ells and boo"nbs mean to Cambodians that the U.:::. is 
waging unprovoked, colonialist war against the,n. They see .i" .• merica as a 
wou15.-be succa;ssor to the French, tryinG to turn back the clock of history 
in the face of/swelling spirit of .".sia for .c.sians. 

". •• ~:fficial U. S. des criptions of the guerrilla war there as a simple 
case of aeeression from North V"iet-Natn stood in the way of a sensible 
.',.IT.erican approach, if one wC.s possi'Jle at all. 

" The war was far ,"nore than it appeared. It contained important 
elaments of a civil struzzla. There was an indigenous movement, although, 
of course, with close ties to North Viet-Nam. 

" ••• The attitude of e,C villagers we saw indicatec1 clearly that 
Sihanouk re;nains a highly popular leader in Ca:nbodia.. ' 

The testimony of the .t .. ~"erican hichard Dudrnan is itself too elocuent 
and co'''plete for Ine to C:l,nrnent on it. I beg Your rAajesties and Your 
Excellencies to allow me only to present you the latest testimony, dated 
.h.ugust 2, 1970, of the French woman C-laude Nluller of the Paris weekly 
"Le Nouvel :lbservateur": 
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II V, e are continuing OUT way \V~1en, su':::~enly, s~rile people appear 
in the .r.i:i:lle of the road, an:] si.,nal us to stop. There are a ha'ldiul of the;n .• 
We stop. The armed group surrounQs us. They are listingui!l.hed irom· .. the 
peasants we met a few minutes ealter only by their ~"elts an:!. arms. Like 
the peasants, they are KlLners. Their stature, their bearing ana their 
lan;3uale all indicate it. It is noo.::1. -.,,' e are prisoners ••. 

" ••• :i<:verywhere around us we see portraits of Prince Norcdom :::ihanouk. 
V-re ask SOJ.'"De questions, 'NorodmITl :ib.~o.OU',. we are told, lis the father of us 
all, ::--~e is cor.c:..ing back Goon. Vi e a.re waitlng for him. ' In t~e ", 'evening 
tl'.e whole village listens over t!~e ra::'jo to the Prince spe3.king from Peking • 
.. lou:>speaker, fittej over the village nquare, re-transmits his speech 
for those who have no transistors. 

" Thec;~52's are always there. They even come in early morning, 
1 an, thrown to the groun:1 by be violence of the explosions ••• 1 a.-n told not 
to be afraB. 1£ the bombing becomes dan;serous, they will lead us to the 
shelters. 

II •• ,. .t-;.. certain agitation. reizns aroun::l us. Some trucks ••. pass an:;, 
repass. They are loaded wit!, fighters. Vie also see for the first time som.e 
armed wo:nen. They look very young •••• 

" •••• '.t highfall, we arrive in a. village more i,nport2.i~t than t!'le 
previous ones. vVe are put up in a large meeting room, under a large 
portrait of Norodom Sihanouk. The whole viUa;se is present to dine wit-h us. 

" ••• Feople announce to us the visit of the commander of the west 
region. The village is seething wit-h excitement. Everyone puts on clean 
and neat garrnents. Caine sol:J.iers form a guard of honour. The cO!Thnan3er 
arrives. ~c,e is a Khmer ••• :-~e wishes that we'll have a Jieasant recollection 
of our stay. It is nearly :cnidnight. ~. truck arrives. Twelve people are 
on board. 

" ••• Vie are release:':, ~ut people advise us to wait till daylight ••• 
(wod_s in3.istinct) we get into the car. 1-'- Ca=bodian in plain clothes 
accompanies us •••. ~~e soon leaves us ani d.isappears into the forest after 
pointing the way to us with his hand. We cover several kilometres. l-.t 
ti'le military post of '::'-uon:\, t},e government soldiers di:l not even turn their; 
heais when we pass. "';-,.t noon. we a.re at Phnom Penh. II 

Thirdly, as Your Aajesties and Your Excellencies have gathered 
froill the testimony of the reporters of the western camp themselves in the 
prece:ling pages, that my Govern::nent. if it is not yet in Phnom Penh, is at 
present all over the rest of :::am::'o:lia. The popUlation of the rural regions 
w:uch represent·, 80 percent of the total popUlation of Cambodia remain 
faithful to me and firmly support the National Liberation ",.rmy of the 
N. D. F. K. by sending their ::'est sons and daughters to join it. 



U T'h.ani: hir,l.1.self coul~ _n~t i3nore t~leSa f3.cts, !Jecause tIle articles 
of ::-""':.ich.J.rd .0ud:nan could n~t have escaped ~.lL:-n aG he uGually lives in 
New York • 

• ~ .. n::l he cannot i~nore that if Phnoi-n Penh is still not under the control 
of the N. U. P.C(. n is sirnply because of President Nixon who, evidently 
in no way represents the Kh:ner People (quite on the contrary, ~· .. ichar:i 
LucLnan would say), haG hired the services of dozens of thousan.:ls of 
r.nercenaries, ,nostly fro:n Sai::;on an3 a small part from: ant;kok, 
accorDpanie:l by a very powerful air-force called "South Vietnamese" an", 
st.ationed at the Khmer airport of Pochebng (11 kilometers fron, Phnom 
Penh), to prevent" at all costs" (sic) the fall of Lon Nol in the face of the 
assaults of tne patriotic Khiner pe.ople. 

--During the second World. War General Lie Gaulle le:1 frocn London 
the resistance of the French paorie against the Eitlerite Cerman occupation. 
This :lid not prevent the free:lom-and justice-loving governments fro,n 
recognizing de jure his government, in preference to the Laval government 
which was subservient to Fitler. 

Eer.,!'ajesty the ("ueen of the Netherlands sent her govermnent out of 
tile country so as to better struggle against the Nazi occupation. This did. 
not prevent the freedom-and justice-loving governments from continuing 
to recognize her legitirmcy ani that of her government in exile • 

. :.ut, just as I had the honour to show in the following pages, tl1e 
N. U. F .:C. and the .8.. G. N. U. (The :-~.oyal Government of National Union) 
are not in exile. They are right in :ambo:1.ia with their ministers~ a.drninistra 
tive orsans I arrned force3 3.11.::~. people. 

Without ~oastinz, I can assure Your ;liajesties and Your Excellencies 
your respective g~vernrrlents '3.n::l peoples that the N. U. ).:1--.. :'C. an:l the 
~-". C.N. U. unc.er its leadership alone represent t:,e Ga,nbo:l.ia of the Zhi-ner 
people 3.nJ the C·a"n')o ~ia of !:'-h",'1er independence. 

The Lon Nol regime cann:>t ",epresent the Khiner people (the J.merican 
.':::.ich3.r~. :0udrnan saw this cle"rlj) an~. it in no way repres ents the national 
in'lepen!;~enc" or even the territorial inteerity of the country. The 
writer-':!istorb.n Philippe :0evillers, also a highly estee,ne:: lecturer in 
j .. m.erican universities, affirrns (in the July 1970 issue of " Le !!ionde 
i:'iplomatique "): 

" The cla30 of )nan:l.3.rins, cOlnpra:lores and milital-y::-.len of Ca,ntlo:l.ia, 
whicl'l forrr.;.s the social ht;sis of the .hi~arch 18 regime, has 3egenerated 
to the point of total :lepenc~ ence on foreign countries and it can no longer 
hope to prezerve its power or even to survive ao a class without support. 
Like in Viet-Nam since 1 <;46, forei~n invasion has given rise to national 
resistance and people's war, an-i the Ca7nbodian left have already 
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recalled that during the,e ::"I'E of 122 S-1 Cf! 7, the ·~<h..rn er p eas antry, 
ooeyine- th e s ecre t dir e ctives of ;:nng Norod om , la unched a n d won an 
e x tensive people'n war a Bainot the F rench. 

" .<_pplying h i s policy of 'L sianization' of r e s ponsi'::>ilities, a policy 
for:.-.~ulated in ::;'uam. one:~ y e a r azo, P r e3i :1ent Nixon l e t :ris 3 aig on and 
.:;an3:kok a llie s act ' a ccor din c; b t :leir national interests', that is to say, 
to r e store in Phnom Penh the corn;.non p r otectorate esta1:llished in 1945, 
from w:licn F r a nce liberated :: am;, od i a in 1963. This tim e, it is the United 
3 tates th at h a s a gain han:lei ::.a mb odiz. to its century-ol i enemi e s, just 
like P rince '::: iha nouk foresaw in 1957". 

-- .t..ny COlnment see ........ 1.s superfluous to rne here. 

- - 1-. .fter the coup of L on Nol, the Ca m bp dia of the Phnom Penh regime 
has t:-:'UD Decome a triple colony o-fthe U.S,A. andthsSaigon and Bangkok 
governments'. U' Thani; 1!tterly wrollg to at!.ribute ci;o-,i/:" in the name of the 
U. N . . J ., the sea t of inde pendent Ca mbodia. 

-- :' esid e s , the w:l0le ];{ world knows th at the Phnom Penh regime 
i s 3ui1ty of seve r al mas s ::-nu r3.e r s of ~{hrr1er citizens and of genocide of 
til0US z.n J s of Vietnam.es e civilians, including old people, women and 
ch il;:', ran . I would spare You r ./!aj es ties and Your E xcellencies the dreadful 
:letails of this genocide of which t :l e pres s of all the countries of the world 
has reported and which h as a rous ed the profound ind i gnation of all the people 
of t?:1e world if not all their gove rnrnen~ 

This ope n a nd flaerz.nt viola tion of hum an rights which the U. N. O. 
and its (" harte r guarante e shoul:! b e sufficient to ex,::lud e the Lon Nol reghne 
frorn our organiz a tion fo r eve r ! 

._ ut U T h ant hz.s , alas, d ecided. otherwise, without even taking the 
t rou 1)le to cons ult Your !(aje s ties and Your Excellencies. 

-- T he ' s upporters' of Lon Nol, like M r • .I . dam !Aalik of Indonesia, have 
ar':>it r arily decla red t h at "the govermn ent of 5 ihanouk should llot be seated 
a t the :S lITillnit ~onferenc e of non- a lign el countries 1> in Lus aka, because 
it has not ':l e e n a ccepted to the U. N . O . and that consequently only the 
Bovern'Cn.ent of L on Nol, 3.p::;>roved 'Jy U. Thant, repres ents validly the 
.Kh:ner people . 



- 11 -

If justice , logic a nd be natbnal reality of every country were 
expresse:.i i n such rernar ~t:J, especi a.lly those of .,~rIr • ... i_darn l./ialik, then 
the :re shoul .:'. likewis e have : een f :le conclusion that it were the' government' 
of ::.hian:?; ~''-. ai-shek whic:"l repre3ente::1. the :::,hinese people and China 
an :] not th", t of Chairman . '.'ao> Tse-tune; ! 

T'uo>u.:;ho>ut t;~e worl i , only t;1e :?; overnm ent of VI aahington (and 
not even t;,1e ;·.merican people) '::'elievel! or pretends to believe, that 
t he so-calle:! ' governm,ent' of ::-hi c.ng Kai- '$he!~ deserves to occupy 
t},.e 0 eat of ::hina in the U. N. ::: . 

Lno. Your i",~ajestie s 3.nd ":our Excellencies are the fiT3 t to know that 
our 2 reat or3aniz ation, so-calle :} l universal t, is dis g racing itself 
riJhtly to t:-.e eye~ of history " y a greeing to !<eep or playing 'this comedy 
of 'Two Chinas' unle:r t~~e politica l and particularly financial pressure 
of'v,' ashingbn' 

To return to ::;:,ITlb o o.i a , I c <.n affirm t hat the U. N. J . disgraces 
itself ane. i s not faithful to the spirit "f its charter in automatically 
agreeinc without :lis cus sion to s ive the s eat of independent Can"lbodia 
to the r epresentative of Lon No l anJ in recklessly takingttrhis seat 
away!:ro:n ': r. :-':uot : am~at;: , th e representative long accredil:'ea by the 
E- oyal Gov ernITlent 
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Sirs, 
Messrs. Presidents, 
Mrnes. an::; cv1es srs. F rime Ministers, 
Your Majesties an" Your Excellencies, please pardon me for 

abusing your patience in presentine you SUC:1 a long text. 
Now I come to the last part of my letter. 

Why s:10uld not I a:!rnit it? The ai .. n of this letter hto solicit 
recoGnition from those of yourcgovernments which have not yet officially 
recognized the Royal Government of National Union of Ka:npuchea [Cambodia]. 

I solemnly solicit this recoenition fro:n your Majesties an-i 
your Excellencies not for myself but for the Eh:ner people, the faithful 
friends of your people, who are suffering an~ fieMing with unyieEing 
spirit to recover for their belovec'.c.-:totl1.erlan:'. its lost in.:iepen:~.ence, 
territorial inte3rity anci national honor. 

Noro:~om Sihanouk has hac~ t\e honor to 1:e your hum:1e 'colleague' 
since the year 1941 when he ascenc~ec:. t:1e t:uone of his Angkor ancestors in 
Cambodia. 

He ab:licate::; in 1955 so as to serve t\e people directly as Fresident 
of their National Union i\.1ovement, Sanskum Reastrniyum. 

In 1955 he ha·;! the honor to participate1:y your siele in the :,istoric Con 
~ ference of Afro-Asian countries in Ban:i'tlng. 

In 1960 at the deat:1 of King Suramarit, he became Khmer Eead 
of State by the will of his people. He ha:: the ;1onor to participate, still 
by your sUe, in the first Sumrnit Conference of Non-Aligned countries in 
Belgrade. 

Next year, 1971, he will have " ren"ered his 30 years of service". 

Contrary to the assertions of his enemies, he is not figMing today 
at the headoflT.U.F.K. to 'regain power'. 

He has promised solemnly to the IGrcner people that the iay after 
the li')eration of t:-:te motherlan:::. he will sue· mit irrevocably his resignation 
from his functions of lilac. of state an:~ will retire from office irrevocably 
for the rest of his life. 
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T;~e motive of his present struggle is triple: First, bein3 victim 
of tlle monstrous calumnies an:l accusations :'y t;~e Lon Nol regime w:J.ich 
has g:lne so far as to sentence Nor:>dom Sihano'.l.k to death an:'; to :irive his 
poor ;-nother [Q'.1een Kossa'nak] out of t:~e palace of his ancestors; as a 
patriot who has never at any ,no'nent or in any way betrayec his people an:; 
his :notherlan3., he must clefend his sullie~. honor an:': get after liceration, 
the justice that shoul:l be rendere::'. him; next, he is the only person to hold 
legitimacy an~. so Ion::; as the Kh':ner mother1anc is not liberate6 he cannot 
renounce it without cepriving the people's resistance, its N. U.F.K. an:l its 
Royal Governnent of National Union of this legitimacy; :.finally, as a Kh::ner 
worthy of this name he cannot 0ut 'choose' and. cannot remain 'neutral' betweer 
fascis nand <iemocracy, between the satellization of his country by U. S. 
imperialism and its liberation, between dishonor and national honor. 

Sirs, 
\{essrs. Fresiclents, 
Ivhnes. and. Messrs. Frime lviinisters, 

I ask nothing for myself, but in the name of the ideals of justice, 
freedom anti anti-hnperialistn which Your Majesties and Your Excellencies 
have solemnly proclaimed in the na:ne of 'non-align::nent' both in Eelgrade 
in 1960 ane: in Cairo in 1964, I ask you to kini.ly render justice to the Yhmer 
people, brother of your people, and to si.ie with the IC~.:ner people, with 
t;,eir free:lom ani their democracy, wit!'l the liberation of t':leir motherland 
and in a war:. wit" inC:ependent Ca',n')o-iia. 

Lon No1 told you that his regime is 'the defenc.er of neutrality'. 
How can it be 'neutral' without beine in:cepenient? 

Lon 1'101 assured you that if he appeals to '''Washington'' ani to 
'2aieon', 'Eangkok' and ot"er U.S. satellites for help, it is because "Cambodia 
is victi::n of invasion and aggresion by the :Ce',nocratic Republic of Viet-l'Tam 
and the National Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam'~ 

But ;"10W can the D. R. V. N. an;:; the N. L. F. of S. V. N. so unwisely 
attack CamboQia which, before March 1?, 19'/C, fully supported their just 
cause at a time when they had not yet succeeded in liberatine the South of 
their :not~'lerland, that is, South Viet-Nam? 

Your Majesties and Your Excellencies, can you believe for a moment 
that the D. R. V. N. a.nd the N. L. F. coul:'! so groundlessly become estranged 
from the friendship and solidarity of the ¥'hmer people w;~en, mor e than ever, 
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they need tMs frienciship anJ this solL;arity to defeat the com'non enemy, 
the big aggressor an:: neo-colonizer of the In30chinese people: American 
impe rialis 'U? 

The A:nericans themselves, with the exception of Mr. !'lixon and 
his T.vfinisters, ad'nit publicly that they do not ~elieve this. 

Senator Mike Mansfie1c, well-known and esteemed in tIle world. 
for his intellectual integrity, has unequivocally condemne.:! the Lon No1 
reei:ne in these terms: 

"What was for a decade and a half the only oasis of peace in 1n<io­
china has been turned into a bloody battlefield in the space of one ;nont:1.. 
The conflict already involves t:1.e potential of an ugly genoci3.e by eovernonent 
stimulated mob-action against the several hundred th:>usand Vietnamese 
civilians, for the most part farmers, fisher;nen and trades'nen. who co'ne ;., 
from both North and South Viet~Nam ani who have lived for decades in rea­
sonable peace in Cambodia. The pandora IS box which was held shut by the 
leadership and dip10;nacy of Frince Sihanouk is now wide open. For years 
Cambodia was in the eye of the Indoc:1.inese hurricane. Now it is swept up 
in the full fury of racial. icleolosica1 and nilitarist storm. We ought to know 
on the basis of experience that even with a massive infusion of American 
equipment we are likely to have ;ninimal constructive effect on that upheaval 
and we will open the door to another destructive Lnpact on our own national 
interests". [State:nent to the Senate on April 16. 197:1]. 

Senator Mike Mansfield has put the Cambodian problem in very 
clear terms. Foreboding FresLient Nixon1s intervention to save--unreason­
ably--the regLne of General Lon Nol from an irnminent fall, a fall which 
would enable me to bring Cambodia out of the present catastrophe, the 
Senator warned his government that so massive an aid to Lon !\fol could only 
be seriously <ietrimental to the national interests of the United States of 
Ame.rica. 

Echoinz the clear-sighted warninz of Honorable Mike Mansfield, the 
big newspaper "T;"le New York Tines" wrote in its e:Utorial of Aprill7, 1970: 
"The mounting evidence of eovernment inspired mass murder of Vietnamese 
living in Cambodia should provoke a second thought in Washington a1::out the 
stability and the morality 01 the regime that recently displaced Prince 
Sihanouk in Phnom Fenh. Evidence of appeals to the ancient prejudice of 
the Kh'Tlers against neigh1Jorine people is a sign of desperation on the part 
of a government trying to shore up a shaky political J::.ase. Slaughter 01 



- 15 -

unarmed, captive civilians is a reflection of military weakness in a regime 
that came to power pledged to eject Vietnamese Comr.llunist troops ..... 
The indiscrLninate slaughter of Vietnames~, not all of whom can be regarded 
as Com,nunist syc.npathizers, certainly will cool enthusiasm... If the Unitec. 
States should make the mistake of acceding to a Cam1::odian appeal for mili­
tary aid, it could find itself more dangerously em1:roUed than ever in a 
struggle that has little relationship to the purpose for which this country 
entered Southeast Asia. " 

If there are foreigners capable of fully understandiJlg Cacn1::odia and 
its peope, they are the Frenc!, whose country maintains close relations with 
my coun try for more than a century [1863]. 

In its July Z4, 1970 issue, the very serious paper "Le ;',fonde" 
published. this judgment of the liberal French living in Cam:'odia: 

"At the tic:ne of the crisis of March 1970, certain statements have 
given the illusion that their authors representee, t:,e general opinion of t;,e 
French resEents in Cambodia. In fact, several French formed an avsocia­
tion under the aegis of the Fraternity of Veterans of Indochina, made 
repeated motions of support in favor of tl,e Lon Nol (lovernment-- .il.lthoue:, 
they were not the last to pay court toFrince Sihanouk. This association 
co:mprises business:nen who are anxious to preserve their huge profits and 
several co-operators who enjoyed in Camr.o,;iaa prolonged colonial status. 
Finally, a-nang t;,em are those nostalgic of the old Indochina, whose prin­
cipal motive is anti-Comnunism. 

"The other French, also deeply attached to the Kh:ner people and 
their future, witnesses of the drama of the past three months, are keen on 
distinguishing themselves from these IFrench Braves of Camhodia l• They 
notice that the drastic change of Ca:nbodials foreign poticy in March 1970 
consists of treating the Vietnamese Co'n:nunists as enemies ani placing 
itself under t:,e protection of the American Igreat friendl, while soliciting 
carect aid. from the Saigon, Taipei, Seoul ano~ Bangkok regimes. 

: This complete c;.,an;;e has grave consequences: ralnpage of racise.n, 
extension of t:,e war of destruction and beginning of a political and social 
transformation of the country. 

"One can only condemn the racist campaign coniuctecl by the Lon 
Nol government against the Vietna:nese residents, who suffered fro.n massa­
cres, violence, semi-lee;al pillage and inter-IlInei1J;, and who have or,ly the 
prospect of a tragic exodus. The same conde:.nnation is applied to the atti­
tude of the Saigon Arlny which sacks Cambo:iian villages, ransacks houses, 
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violates younE: gi r l s an d humiliates t :"e ",hone r peasantn . How can one be 
not indi.,nant :)efore the war of c lin :' :'es truction wac;ed ':,y the South Vietna-:nese 
and. American A ir Forces whicll ::,ur n , 1:- 0"-,'1-· an·:l strafe cities and t ;'1e country­
siGe in Cam"t: o i ia w !'lile t:'le ?' :1.ner youth are t~1rO\Vn Wit:l0U~ preparation into 
battle an d. .ie1i:eratel y sacrificed? 

"In spite of tile unheava18 and aplits t .hat tear up Ca:nbodia, t :'1ere 
are chances f"r prof:mnc1. transfor.nation. :)n t\is occasion , the French, 
w :"10 conde .nn t ae extension of the A ... nerican war, support all the Ca~n-.:-odians 

who are amdous to ;,ave real progress of t.heir country in iniependence anc 
pea.ce . 1 

A. true frien :iship exi sts ~~.e tween the Khme rs and the F:Lenc ~'l . a 
seri:Jus ani~_ 3.isinteres te ci frie n..:~s hip havin,:; nQti1ins to do with nostalgia for 
the past_ .11 

Sirs , 
Messrs . Fresi .ients , 
J:vf-ne:: . 3.nd .tv1ess rs. Fri:J.i e NIin i cters , 
That i s another une quivocal public con:'emnation a gai nst the Lon Nol 

r e Ei-:ne . 

T l'13 1~tt2r ?ccuseo us of ~e in ::; l su~.:se rvient to t :1.e Vie tna.:nese 
~.J:n:::n1J.ni s tf:. ' 

It is t~e natur-e of t11e reGimes , w .li ch sell out mational ind.epende nc e 
t:J Western L-tl.perialis·:n or coloni ."lis1"!1, t:'l.at cannot un ie rstanJ , or -:nore 
exactly, d.o not per·nit t il", colidarit y of t :'l.e Afr:l -Aeian ani Latin A e.ner i can 
people who r e fu Ge to ~Jw befo :;.* e tl'1e imperali sts and n eo -c oloni alistc . 

T:,e militant solitarity of t :'1e I' .en er people with t:'1e fraternal 
Vietnamese a.n :'. !.,a"tian people , notwithstanding .. : the i ieolo: i c~.l ::lifferences, 
is co /nparal-., 13 w i th t ilat unit ins t~'1e Ara"'- peo?le , Re pu.blics an i lr: in gcb:'·~4S 
i n face of Z i oni sn 1:e:,ind. whic:, i s be C:l::n:-l1on e ne:ny of tne Arab an.i Indo ­
c!linese people -- U. S. Lnperi alis-:"J."l. 

1 ln ~.= rGta.n~ ~;."l"3.t czr~ ain f r2.ternal n:>n-alienec1 countries , whi ch 
are not victi.~nE; of 3.c: c; ressio;:l .:y U . S . i :np r i :;.li s:.n , GO not; wis :,. to cona.e!'tln it . 

'" il.t tp ·; r e-cognizil ,-.e j re t .h.e Royal C' overnc:nent of Nat ion?l Uni on of 
C?.~~n~::,;) :~ia is not to l:-e n::>Gti.le to U. S . i ·.-s."lpex i 3.!i.£ :. n .. 
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In declaring for the resisting K;'l:ner peop,le, Your lv1ajesties and 
Your Excellencies, as well as your respective govern,nent~, are only renain­
ing or will only remain faithful to your ideals of justice and freecioc,n that 
have been written ",own in the joint state.nents of tile sucnnit conferences of 
Belgraie [196:1] ancl Cairo [1964J. T:,e U.S.A., both as a nation and. a 
people, will have no re2.son to see in y:>ur act of equity towarcc a fraternal 
people a sien of any hostility toward tl,e:n. 

Moreover, the American people the',nselves have unl!quivocally 
declared for us. American stu,:'.entG :"1ave even iied in the course of :~.e~~on­
strations supportins us. 

On our part, we affir.n that we cherish no hostility towart. the 
U.S.l~. 

Our people anc! our govern:nent will be wellprepared. to maintain 
friendlY';' relations with be U. S.A. when it ceases to violate the 1954 
Geneva Ac;ree~aents on Indochina anJ conse'luently wit;,~raws completely 
anQ uncon5.itionally its own an:i lalliedl armed forces from our Indocc'lina. 

As for t~,e relations a.none our three Khmer, Laotian an:' Vietnamese 
peoples, they are ani will 1.'e certainly based. On strict respect for each other l , 
S overeienty. 

We have suffered. an:,_ are suffarins to:> much together, p':tysically 
an';; =rallv, under the colonialis.n and inperialism from t"e west to con­
ceive relatio~c of another nature a··nong us. 

To .::lis pel any :nisunie:;,stan:·.in2· c:mcerninc; our relations wit:, the 
socialist Vietnanese, I venture to present Youn Majesties an,,- Your Excel­
lencies the following excerpts from t\e Joint Declaration of the Su:ncait 
Conference of the Indochinese Feoples [April 25, 1970] ani fro.ntheCacn1::o­
cdan:Vietnanese Joint Staement of June 7, 1978: 

1. Joint Declaration of the Su,n-ait Conference of the Iniochbese 
Peoples, April 25: 

"T:,e parties affir'.TI their deter-:nination to safeguari an:: develop 
the fraternal frienc.ship anc~ good-neigh~orlv relations ~etween the three 
countries so as to give mutual support in the strUZe:1e against the comcnon 
ene'ny ani to co:>perate in the future and on a lon[l-ter-n basis in t:.e buiL:ling 
of each country followinZ be roae. which it finc·s appropriate [und.erline by me, 
N. s.]. In tn.e relations between the three countries, the parties are deter­
minei to apply the .five principles of peaceful co-existence: -:nutual respect 
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for s::>vereie;nty an::, . territorial inb~ l'it!, non-a:zressbn; m'~tual respect 
for each othex's political reei:.ne C!.lld. n::>n-interference in internal affair3; 
equality ani -:nutual !Jenefit; peaceful co-existence. " 

2. 8::>lenn Caml:oC:ia-D. R. V. N. statement signec~ jointly ty myself 
and the Fresident of t~e De nocratic Repu;:lic of Viet-Nac.n in Han::>i on June 
7, 1978: It points ::>ut. in particular: "Tne Viemrnese people an3. the Govern­
ment of the De7Uocratic Repu~)lic of Viet-Na:n pledge to support whole:learteily 
he juot stru3gle of the arotherly I[i.rner people against be U. S. icnperialist 
agE'ressors ani their flun!<eys -- t:.e Lon Nol-Sirik Matak clique -- till 
total victory. Cince again, the Govern.nent of the :Cemocrz.tic Repu'::1ic of 
Viet-Nan sole'nnly declares that it scrupuhusly respects t:.e in:'.epen.::lence, 
peace, neutrality, sovereignty an::! political ree:ime of Cam;'o.:1ia, recocnizes 
and commits itself to respect be territorial intezrity of Cam'::odia within her 
existinG ":1oriers. II 

Sir~J 
Messrs. Presic~ents, 
·'\1::-ne5. an2 Messrs. P.ri"ne .Ministers, 
Here en:',s c.ny letter to Your 'Majesties and Your Execellencies. 

I beS y'JU to receive it witl1 your usual kin:'ness ana Give at rD-Y 
re1uest a reply t:,at Your Majesties an'::. Y'ourliixcellencies ~:elieve to ]::" 
in conforcnity wit:, the traditio,," of justice ane solidarity with the oppresse:' 
people of your respective natbns. 

I pray Your I'.,{ajesties an':: Your Excellencies to accept, wit;. be 
expression of cny pl"::>founcl zratitu':;e, be assur2,nces of my his~,est cons i­
'::eration. 

1'1oro.'·.o n Sihano'.lk, 
Head of State of CaCil',o '::'ia 

August, 1972 




